WHAT ABOUT
COUNTRIES LIKE
VENEZUELA? CUBA?

There have been attempts to establish socialism in a
number of countries over the past 100 years. Some have
failed miserably, in part because they lacked the political
part of the equation - genuine working-class democracy.
But the two most significant problems faced by socialists
in these countries were that they did not have the
productive capacity to meet their people’s needs and
that the US has done everything possible to subvert their
revolutions.

Cuba and Venezuela have had to face those roadblocks
to developing socialism in the extreme. Both countries
had been underdeveloped by US capitalism so that their
economies were dependent on the US and not designed
to meet their people’s needs. Both countries have faced
military intervention and economic interference that
made it difficult to build an economy that can meet
people's needs.

Socialism in the US would not face these problems. And,
it would free up Cuba, Venezuela and other countries to
pursue their own road to socialism!

HOW DO WE GET
THERE?

We are not a bunch of dreamers, making speeches
and waiting around for the “socialist revolution” We
understand that there is a lot of work that needs to be
done under capitalism. For example, we must:

e Defend the working class against the power of the
capitalists.

e Contribute to building various forms of working-class
power, like unions.

e Combat racism, sexism and all other forms of
oppression.

e Fight to save existing social spaces (for example
public schools and the post office) in the economy
and create new ones.

e Build solidarity with working class movements
around the world.

e Provide an analysis that demonstrates the need for
socialism for those who believe a better world is
possible and want to bring about positive change

A
BETTER
WORLD IS
POSSIBLE

Please visit here for more info:

wilmingtondsa.org
dsausa.org
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SOCIALISM WILL NOT
BE IMPOSED ON THE
US BY SOME OUTSIDE
FORCE.

IT WILL DEVELOP

AS THE STRUGGL.E
AGAINST CAPITALISM
MATURES AND ITS
INSTITUTIONS WILL
BE DECIDED ON BY
THE WORKING CLASS
IN TRUE DEMOCRATIC
FASHION.

THERE ARE HOWEVER,
SOME OUTLINES OF
WHAT WE WILL NEED
TO WORK TOWARDS.

WHO WILL OWN AND
CONTROL BUSINESSES?

One thing is definitely clear; working people will be the
owners and will be in control of production and distribution
of all goods and services. There are a number of ways that
can be accomplished.

For very large businesses that are national or international
in scope (socialists refer to them as the commanding
heights of the economy) they will be owned by the society
as a whole (probably through the national government).
However, workers in those businesses must have a seat

at the table through their democratically elected unions.
Examples of these businesses: banking, auto and steel
manufacturing, large warehouse and wholesale businesses
(like Amazon), the post office.

For middle size businesses there are a number of forms
ownership and control that are possible and all

could exist side by side. State and local governments and
communities could “own” them, again with their workers
having input through unions. Examples that already exist
are public schools and state universities, credit unions
and state banks, and public transportation systems,

but we could also have retail outlets like grocery stores,
entertainment venues and many more.

Middle and small businesses could also be owned and
controlled by worker co-ops. And finally small

businesses could be owned by individuals or families and
employ a limited number of workers, with strong guidelines
to protect workers and the public.

To be clear, the corner sub shop, the local barbershop, the
microbrewery, the used bookstore, and so on don't have
to be controlled by a commissar in Washington. That's not
Democratic Socialism.

DONT WE ALREADY
HAVE SOME SOCIALIST
INSTITUTIONS IN

THE US?

Yes and no. On the local level we have public schools,
parks and libraries and on the national level, there is the
US Postal Service, Social Security and Medicare. In some
ways, these could be models for socialist institutions. But
under capitalism, they are chronically underfunded and
control of these institutions does not rest with working
class, either through workers' organizations or truly
democratic government.

ARE SOCIALISTS
CONCERNED ABOUT
RACISM AND SEXISM?

There is no place for white supremacy, male chauvinism,
homophobia or any other oppressive divisions of people
under socialism. Under capitalism these serve two
purposes: to provide a lower caste which can be exploited
to an even greater extent than the rest of the working
class; and to keep the w-c divided and powerless. In this
respect socialism is the opposite of capitalism.

But divisions won't simply go away, even under socialism.
They are so deeply rooted in society that we must

direct all our energies to eradicate them and to provide
reparations for the past history of

exploitation to individuals and communities. That is why
socialists need to put the demands of people of

color, women and other oppressed groups (the very large
majority of people in the world) first in line,

now and under socialism.



